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June 4, 2021 
File: 160900933 Task 218 

Attention: Amanda Warren, Planner 
County of Peterborough 
470 Water Street 
Peterborough, ON  K9H 3M3 
VIA EMAIL: awarren@ptbocounty.ca 
County File No.: B-66-20  

Dear Amanda,  

 

Reference: Peer Review of Responses from Skelton Brumwell and Associates Inc. from a Peer 
Review Conducted by Stantec on a Scoped Environmental Impact Study for a proposed 
severance of any existing lot of record located at 1694 Lakehurst Road, Buckhorn, ON  
(File No. B-75-20), in the County of Peterborough 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) was retained by Peterborough County (the County) to peer review a 
Scoped Environmental Impact Study (sEIS) for a proposed severance application located at 1694 
Lakehurst Road, Buckthorn in the County of Peterborough. The sEIS was prepared by Skelton Brumwell 
and Associates Inc. (SBA). 

During Stantec’s review, the conclusions in the report did not appear to be appropriately supported with 
information presented within the EIS. SBA prepared a response matrix to concerns identified by Stantec 
during their review. Stantec acknowledged the additional supporting information provided which has given 
the reviewers a better understanding of the conditions of the site and/or constraints associated with the 
severance. This letter has been prepared to provide comments to Peterborough County on SBA’s response 
matrix and includes Stantec’s opinions and comments on the following concerns identified within the 
conclusions of the EIS: 

“THERE ARE NO ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES IDENTIFIED ON THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY OR WITHIN 120 M.”. STANTEC FEELS THIS STATEMENT IS MISLEADING WITHOUT A 
SUPPORTING SAR ASSESSMENT.  

Stantec noted that a supporting SAR assessment was provided in SBA’s response and Stantec agrees with 
SBA’s assessment of species which may have habitat on-site. Additional species were observed to have 
potential habitat within the subject property including SAR bats. Stantec assumes that the statement in the 
response indicate that the mitigation measures proposed are sufficient for the proposed development: 

“The 30 m buffers utilized to establish the building envelope are conservative and exceed the buffers which 
would normally apply where no significant features are present. These recommendations reflect a pre-
cautionary approach suited to a scoped EIS. The EIS appropriately provide guidance with respect to timing 
of removal of trees and suggestions on how to dispose of tree clearing slash etc. in an ecologically 
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responsible manner. It also indicates that sediment barriers should be employed during construction and a 
until stable surface cover is provided.”  

“ALTHOUGH WOODLANDS WERE IDENTIFIED ON SITE, THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT 
WOODLANDS IDENTIFIED ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY OR WITHIN 120 METRES.” A 
DETERMINATION OF POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANCE WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE SEIS FOR 
REFERENCE INCLUDING WHY THE WOODLAND SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT. 

Stantec acknowledges SBA’s response which indicated that no significant woodlands were identified by 
neither the local municipality nor the upper tier and neither has completed the preparation of significant 
woodland mapping.  Discussion regarding the significance of identified features is recommended for 
features when identified within the Study Area. Stantec also acknowledges that SBA indicates these 
woodlands would not be considered significant in the context of the location within Buckhorn.   

“THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT WILDLIFE HABITAT IDENTIFIED ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
BASED ON ANALYSIS UTILIZING THE METHODOLOGY SET OUT IN THE NATURAL HERITAGE 
REFERENCE MANUAL.” WITHOUT A SUPPORTING SWH ASSESSMENT, STANTEC BELIEVES THIS 
STATEMENT IS NOT SUITABLY SUPPORTED.  

Stantec acknowledges the SWH assessment and agrees with SBA on the results and the potential SWH 
identified.  

THE SEIS INDICATED THAT THE AMPHIBIAN MONITORING DID NOT SUPPORT THE 
DESIGNATION AS A SWH FEATURE; WHICH MAY CONTRADICT PROVINCIAL STANDARDS. 
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION IS RECOMMENDED IN DETERMINING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
FEATURE AS WELL AS SOME FURTHER DISCUSSION AND POTENTIAL IDENTIFICATION OF 
MITIGATION MEASURES TO LIMIT IMPACTS.  

Stantec acknowledges that SBA does not believe that the feature may be classified as a SWH feature and 
that the proposed mitigation measures are sufficient.  

A SAR SCREENING ASSESSMENT SHOULD BE COMPLETED FOR FLORA AND FAUNA THAT 
HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN THE AREA. IN THE ABSENCE OF TARGETED SURVEYS.  

Stantec acknowledges that SBA completed a SAR screening assessment for flora and fauna that have the 
potential to occur in the area.   
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Stantec is satisfied with the response and has not residual concerns with the information provided. This 
review of the responses from SBA has been prepared as per the Contract between Peterborough County 
and Stantec Consulting Ltd. Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the information detailed 
herein, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD. 

Chris Revak B.Sc., CISEC Daniel Eusebi BES, MCIP, RPP 
Environmental Scientist Senior Environmental Planner 

Phone: 705-750-8873  Phone: 519-780-8134 
Chris.Revak@stantec.com Dan.Eusebi@stantec.com 

c. Roger Freymond, Stantec 
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